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PART  1: Review Comments 
 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

The authors performed RT-PCR of culture negative CSF for detecting pathogens of 
bacterial meningitis. Forty-one of 50 cases were positive by PCR and the majority of 
pathogen was Streptococcus pneumoniae and Haemophilus influenzae. 
 
It seems to be relevant to consider that RT-PCR has higher sensitivity than bacterial culture 
test. However, a positive PCR is only evidence of the pathogen presence, and it is not 
sufficient for a discussion about clinical significance. The authors should show the whole 
CFS collected cases, irrespective of culture-negative or not. Clinical outcomes such as 
overall survival, duration of hospitalization and cause of death should be statistically 
compared between the culture negative and positive groups. 
 
If it is difficult for the authors to perform survival analysis, at least, patient characteristics 
including antibiotics treatment should be compared between the culture negative and 
positive groups in Table 2. 

Antibiotic treatment of the subject  enrolled Incorporated in Table 2 

Minor REVISION comments 
 

Please define “SVPPGIP” in Materials and Methods. Incorporated in material  and methods 

Optional/General comments 
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Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight 

that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her 
feedback here) 

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?  
 

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details) 
 
 

 No 
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