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 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

 
Rice being a staple food crop of world, the genetic variability study in this crop 
envisages the exploitation of variability of different traits for enhancing productivity 
is the need of an hour. The authors studied the genetic diversity of 21 genotypes 
revealed that genotypes have adequate genetic variability for the traits. The diversity 
study shows that the genotypes belonging to cluster III and V have the highest inter 
cluster distance suggesting these genotypes are used as parents in future 
hybridization programme. The Principal component analysis showed five 
components viz., Days to 50 % flowering, panicle length, grain weight, seed yield per 
plant and harvest index together used 78.9 % of total variability of genotypes 
studied. Therefore these traits have contributed maximum for the variation. 
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