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PART  1: Review Comments 
 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments  
 

 

Minor REVISION comments 
 

The work is very interesting, since it addresses the presence of heavy metals in living 
organisms for human consumption. The work is important because it can help, in certain 
cases, to prevent its consumption when this type of organism could be contaminated with 
this type of metal. 
I note that the definitions of the metal symbol appear (lead (Pb), Copper (Cu), etc...) 
throughout the text and in the tables. I suggest defining them and later using the symbol: 
Cu, Zn, Fe, etc., or only the name: cooper, lead, etc..- 
 According to the concentration values obtained, the Cd values are above the permitted 
values, however, in the conclusion authors mention that the consumption of this type of 
food does not represent a risk, but the Cd values are above the limits, how do you explain 
this 
 
It would be important to clarify the way in which the accumulation of these metals is carried 
out. The authors mention, in the introduction, the physiological differences, but what could 
this difference be, some type of ionic metal transporter could be affected?, or what could be 
the mechanism of this process that makes these species different. 
 

Thanks for this appraisal.  
 
Noted, I will make the necessary amendments. 
 
The macroinvertebrates examined from the Ojo river possess heavy metals at 
a range within the safe limits set by the FAO/WHO for consumption except for 
Cd in crayfish. Both crab and prawn could be considered safe for 
consumption, however, the presence of Pb and the concentration of Cd in 
crayfish is an indication that it is unfit for consumption as Pb and Cd belong to 
the group of heavy metals that are toxic even in lower concentrations. There 
is a need for continuous monitoring of these macroinvertebrates especially 
crayfish to prevent potential health risks due to bioaccumulation of toxic 
metals over an extended consumption period.  
Heavy metals are pollutants present in the Ojo river due to anthropogenic 
reasons. These metals have prolonged half-lives; hence they do not degrade 
easily and they often bioaccumulate in living tissues through metabolic and 
bioabsorption processes. 

Optional/General comments 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
PART  2:  
 

 
Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight 

that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her 
feedback here) 

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?  
 

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details) 
 
 

 
No, there are no ethical issues in this manuscript. 
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